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Protest at UW-Madison



The Dow Protests

October 1967; Dow Chemical Protest also know as the Second Dow Riot. Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



The Dow Protests

October 1967; Dow Chemical Protest also know as the Second Dow Riot. Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



The 1969 Black Student Strike

February 1969; The Black Student Strike. Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



The 1969 Black Student Strike

“If we’re setting up a program to teach 
all whites to feel sorry for blacks, most 
students would pass a qualifying exam 
for placement with flying colors.” 
– Warren Lehman, Law Professor

The report is a “momentary response 
to political pressure,” an admission to 
the “militant minority.” 
– Bernard Cohen & E. David Cronon, Professors 
and Authors of the Minority Report



The 1969 Black Student Strike

Spring 1974; Students protest the closure of the Afro-American and Race Relations Center. 
Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



International Concerns

M.E.Ch.A. & Chicanx Students fighting for the Farmworkers & Protesting U.S. Foreign Policy in 
Central America. Photos Courtesy of UW Archives. 



ZBT Protest 1988

Spring 1988; Students protest outside ZBT House. Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



Reproductive Rights

Spring 1989; Reproductive Rights protest. Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



ROTC Discrimination Protest (1990)

Spring 1990; ROTC Discrimination Protests. Photos Courtesy of the UW Archives.



Climate Change Protest

April 1970; First Earth Day March. Photo Courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical Society.



TAA/ Union Protests

Left: May 1980; Stop Union Busting Graffiti on Humanities Building. Right: April 1972; Memorial Union Labor Organizing Strike. Photo Courtesy of the UW Archives.



Admissions Brochure Scandal
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Admissions Brochure Scandal



Admissions Brochure Scandal



The Protest Continues…

2016-Current Black Lives Matter Protests. Photos Courtesy 
of The Badger Herald and WKOW.



The Protest Continues…

Student Inclusion Coalition Protests 2019 . Photos Courtesy of The Daily Cardinal and The New York Times.





The Protest Continues…

Student Inclusion Coalition Protests 2019 . Photos Courtesy of The Daily Cardinal.



Question & Answer



Call To Action

Want to get involved?
Want to stay updated on our work?
Have questions?
Something you think we should look into?

Contact us! publichistoryproject@wisc.edu
Visit our website at publichistoryproject.wisc.edu
Follow us on Instagram (@uwpublichistoryproject)


